138                                               PORTUGUESE   IN   INDIA.

CHAP,    preter, was a true witness to a letter which Coje Atar had
^^_^ shown him, sealed with the arms of the King of Portugal,
A.D.     which was of no other import than to destroy all his labours,
1508.    and spoke of himself as if he were a corsair, banished"
from the kingdom.   When Coje Atar perceived how little
value was set upon him, like a cunning man, he understood
how matters lay, and knew how to take advantage of the
opportunity, and it was not a thing likely to terrify him
that some members of his company were telling him that
he had done imprudently to humour him, since the captains
who had so deserted him with the complaint that they were
not satisfied with the way the war was carried on, and that
he had ordered them to fill their freights, had come to
be well treated by him ;  and those who had protected
him and accompanied him in all his troubles and fortunes,
like very true and faithful cavaliers, had found their pros-
pects unimproved and their cargoes not laden.    And if
Coje Atar wished to reap the advantage of this armistice,
which he (Albuquerque) offered him, he, on his part, as_
was reasonable to expect, would be insured by Coje Atar;
but he would desire that Coje Atar would keep to the ar-
rangement, and he desired him to stop the discharge of
arrows, for he was chief captain of the King of Portugal,
in whose name the armistice had been entered into.

The fourth charge was that Coje Atar had sent, desiring
of him a mutual order and assignation for an interview, and
that he would not grant it. Affonso replied that he did not
remember whether he had sent it him or not, and even if it
were so, it was not right that it should have been given,
for the order was for himself, concerning his proper duty
according to circumstances, and that he had to give ac-
count to the King D. Manoel of what he had done,
because he acted under his directions. And above all, he
had given him a translation, signed and sealed, and an
account of the manner in which his order had been re-
ceived. Because, if perchance the ships and men sent
thither by the King D. Manoel to help him had gone to